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Attention Homes Receives $500,000 to Renovate Teen Shelter
BOULDER, Colo., December 5, 2011…Christmas is coming early to Attention Homes and to the homeless teens it serves.  The non-profit received nearly $500,000 last week to renovate its homeless and runaway teen shelter at 3080 Broadway.  Funding in the amount of $397,000 was provided by Jackie Long and The Wyss Foundation, created by Hansjorg Wyss. The City of Boulder’s Affordable Housing Fund is providing an additional $75,000 for the renovation.  Attention Homes’ 3080 Broadway facility is home to its Runaway & Homeless Youth program as well as administrative offices.
WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:

In the past two years teen homelessness in Boulder County has increased by 233% in the 13-24 age range.  That percentage increases to over 1,600% for teens aged 13-17.  Attention Homes provides day drop-in shelter and overnight shelter inside of its Broadway facility. The overnight shelter is the only such service for youth in Boulder County. The Broadway shelter is nearly 100 years old and in high need of a full renovation to improve function and usability.

Additionally, the State of Colorado has recently changed the definition of homeless youth from ages 15-17 to ages 11-20.  This change in regulations will allow Attention Homes to increase its services to a greater number of teens, further increasing the need to renovate the shelter.
Jim Rianoshek, executive director for Attention Homes says “Jackie Long and Hansjorg Wyss have enabled Attention Homes to greatly expand its programming in the past year.  Their recent gift for renovating the home will be paired with what the City has already committed to help us improve our shelter facility and expand it to meet the growing needs of homeless youth.”
LONG/WYSS FUNDING:

Jackie Long and Hansjorg Wyss have been supporters of Attention Homes through the Runaway & Homeless Youth program development and opening of the teen shelter in December, 2010.  Long and Wyss provided substantial funding during the start-up of the program, enabling Attention Homes to get it off the ground successfully. They are passionate about serving the plight of homeless and at-risk youth and believe in the potential of every young life to succeed if given the appropriate support.  
AFFORABLE HOUSING FUND:

The Housing Fund Program annually distributes more than $3 million in funds to support affordable housing in Boulder. The four primary fund sources for the program are the City of Boulder's Affordable Housing Fund (AHF) and Community Housing Assistance Program (CHAP) and HUD's HOME program and Community Development Block Grant (CDBG).
- more -
ATTENTION HOMES: 
Attention Homes’ mission is to provide residential treatment, counseling and safe shelter to at-risk youth.  We offer two programs for at-risk youth: Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) and Adolescent Residential Care (RES). Our RHY program provides street outreach, day drop-in and overnight emergency shelter services to homeless teens under the age of 18. The goal of this program is to reduce youth homelessness through building trust and establishing relationships with teens and increasing their access to services that move them from living on the streets or in the shelter towards stable, long-term housing and/or family reunification. Our RES program provides respite/extended care, sober living and transitional living.  The goal of this program is to provide abused, neglected, delinquent, troubled and/or recovering teens with temporary residential care and treatment services to help them transition through their crisis and to a long-term and safe placement or emancipation.  
Annually 100 boys and girls live at Attention Homes and receive the shelter and care they desperately need.  Additionally, Attention Homes has provided day shelter to 1,500 duplicated teens and make 4,400 street and outreach contacts since opening the Runaway & Homeless Youth program a year ago.
HOW TO GET INVOLVED:

Financial and in-kind gifts, volunteer assistance, and food and clothing are all needed.  For more information or to make a donation on-line, visit www.attentionhomes.org or call 303-447-1206.
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